
Panel Discussion on ‘New Education Policy (NEP) 2020’ 

New Education Policy (NEP), 2020 

The National Education Policy is the first Education Policy of the 21st Century, introduced by the Ministry of                  

Human Resource Development, Government of India. In order to understand this policy document in greater               

depth a Panel discussion was organised by the School of Environmental Sciences, JNU, New Delhi as part of                  

Young Holistic (YoHo) program and JNU ENVIS RP activities on 27th August 2020.  

The panel of experts included very eminent speakers such as- 1). Prof. Vinod Kumar Jain, Vice-Chancellor,                

Tezpur University, 2). Prof. Pankaj Arora, Central Institute of Education, Delhi University, 3). Prof. Arun               

Kumar Kulshrestha, Faculty of Education, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Dayalbagh, Agra, 4). Prof. U.C.             

Kulshrestha, Dean SES & JNU ENVIS Coordinator, 5). Dr Meenakshi Dua, Assistant Professor, SES, JNU,               

6). Mr Yogendra Singh, YoHo Gyan Lead, SES, JNU.  

Professor Umesh Kulshrestha moderated the panel discussion. It was attended by more than 100 participants,               

through Google-Meet and Facebook Live platforms. Participants were from different parts of the country and               

included university students, researchers and faculty members. 
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Fig.1: Poster and Schedule of the Panel Discussion widely circulated on the social media platform. 

 
Prof. Umesh Kulshrestha, Dean & ENVIS Coordinator, SES, JNU - He welcomed all the eminent speakers                

and the participants. Delivered a brief introduction about the theme with a welcome of all the speakers. He                  

highlighted the importance of the New Education Policy (NEP), 2020. He then invited the first speaker, Prof. V K                   

Jain, to deliver his views. 

 
Fig.2: Prof. Umesh Kulshrestha, Dean  & ENVIS Coordinator, SES, JNU. 
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Prof. V K Jain, Vice-Chancellor of Tezpur University- Prof Jain said that India is an emerging economy with                  

values, developmental aims, global competence and local solutions for global problems. He mentioned that the               

higher education should have an impetus for the development of the country for a larger picture of Atamnirbhar                  

Bharat. 

He said that the NEP document aims to increase GER by 50% by 2030, which is a huge expansion target. All                     

Universities will have to become multidisciplinary, however, this will be a capital intensive step. Education is a                 

concurrent subject and state governments will have to be on board with the Central government. 

He also highlighted academic restructuring in the NEP document. It talks about multiple exits with a 1-year                 

certificate, 2-year diploma and 3-year degree. This needs to include special skills factor in the new syllabus.                 

There will not be any distinction between the deemed and open university and their degrees will be at par.                   

National Research Foundation will be set up for funding for impact making research. 

Digital infrastructure will need to be strengthened in all the Universities, for this MHRD will have a dedicated                  

cell. E-content will be developed in eight languages and will be put on e-platform available to students.He                 

mentioned that the NEP includes a holistic approach of development. 

 

 
Fig.3: Prof. V K Jain, Vice-Chancellor, Tezpur University 
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Prof. Pankaj Arora, Central Institute of Education, Delhi University - He mentioned about autonomy,              

freedom and flexibility to faculty and students. This NEP will check on the institution and its credibility.There will                  

be a Hallmarks change in University teaching where minimum qualification for university teaching will be               

Doctoral degree and 8 credit course work on pedagogy will be introduced. He highlighted the point of multiple                  

entry and exit, the concept of Digi locker for each passing courses and credits, each student will be rewarded                   

with certificate or diploma for their time and effort. Four-year graduation degree will help Indian University to                 

become at par with the International Universities. 

He said multidisciplinary University will break the hierarchy with in the disciplines. Equality and inclusive               

opportunity to all through open learning provisions. B.Ed course to be an integrated four-year course.  

 
Fig.4: Prof. Pankaj Arora, Central Institute of Education, Delhi University 

 
 

Prof. Arun Kumar Kulshrestha- He talked about the key features of NEP, 2020 such as respect for diversity                  

and local context, equity and inclusion, community participation, use of technology in teaching and learning,               

critical thinking and creativity, continuous and regular assessment. 
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Fig.5: Prof. Arun Kumar Kulshrestha, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Dayalbagh, Agra, UP. 

 
He also compared salient features of both NEP, 2020 v/s NEP, 1986. Then he discussed teacher education; 4                  

years integrated B.Ed, 2 year B.Ed and 1 year B.Ed programme. He discussed in detail about teacher education                  

and provisions like career growth, NPST by 2022, better service environment, academic leadership position for               

teachers, teachers professional development (Merit-based and CPD). He also highlighted the importance of             

technology and science in education.   

 

6 



Panel Discussion on ‘New Education Policy (NEP) 2020’ 

 
Fig.6: Prof. Arun Kumar Kulshrestha, Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Dayalbagh, Agra, giving Presentation 

 

Dr. Meenakshi Dua, Assistant Professor, SES, JNU – She said that the policy recommends transformational               

changes. NEP 2020 emphasizes on the criticality of the early years to ensure quality early childhood care and                  

education (ECCE) for all children between the age of three and six years by 2025. Children in the age group of                     

3-5 will be catered to by the existing system of anganwadis and preschools, and 5-6 year children will be                   

included in the schooling system in a seamless integrated manner, with a play based curriculum to be prepared                  

by the National Council of Educational Research and Training. Children will be taught in Indian National                

language (mother tongue). The policy seeks to restructure school curricula and pedagogy in a new '5+3+3+4'                

design, so that school education can be made relevant to the needs and interests of learners at different                  

developmental stages – a 'Preparatory Stage' (three years), a 'Foundational Stage' (five years), a 'Middle Stage'                

(three years) and the 'High Stage' (four years, covering grades nine, 10, 11 and 12). 

The NEP gives broad-based multi-disciplinary holistic education at the undergraduate level for integrated and              

rigorous exposure to science, arts, humanities, mathematics, and professional fields, with imaginative and             

flexible curricular structures. The undergraduate degree will be of either three or four years, with multiple exit                 

options. The four-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s programme will be the preferred option as it allows the               

opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and multidisciplinary education and also envisages focus on                

major and minors according to the choice of the student. 
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The important takeaway from NEP, 2020. 

1. Early Childhood Care Education (ECCE) - 3 to 8 years. It will be customized and effective way, play-based 

approach, physical and social development.  

2. Deeksha National Repository of Resource Material.  

3. To do away with Rote learning and promote critical thinking and a deeper learning process. 

4. Flexibility in subject choice. 

5. Integration of vocational subject and regular subject. 

6. Reduction of content in books, reducing the weight of Bag, and Bagless days. 

7. Assessment system to be continuous and regular. 'Parakh'- uniform standard for assessment. 

 
Fig.7: Dr. Meenakshi Dua, Assistant Professor, SES JNU 

 
Vote of Thanks was extended by Mr. Yogendra, YoHo Gyan Lead & PhD Student, SES, JNU- He thanked                  

all the speaker, participants, students and the faculty for making the event successful. 

 
Fig.8: Mr. Yogendra YoHo Gyan Lead SES, JNU 
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Fig.9: Panelists & Participants of the Panel Discussion 

 

The session came to an end with the distribution of e-certificate to all the participants. Very positive feedback                  

was received from the participants.  

 
 
 
Recommendations of the panel: 

1. Implementation of this policy should include both Top-Down and Bottom-Up  approaches. 
2. The tools of Holistic development  need to be innovated in the era of technology. 
3. Community service should be an integral part of the education system. 
4. Pressure and stress of examination should be reduced and coaching culture should be done away with.  
5. Pride in National ethics and values oriented execution is necessary. 
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FEEDBACK:  
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For detail National Education Policy, 2020 Document:  
https://www.mhrd.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 
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